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for no other but that perget 
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roo. 1ſþ ; yer It the 
mid of theſe bluſtring fu- 


ries, this/is.my comfort, that 
many gle and learned fa- 
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The Fpifile Dedicatry. 
thers ( out 'of whoſe wels I 
haue drawne much for the 
furniſhing 'of "this lirtle 
worke) hauc in time paſt] 
beene as litthe beholding to! 
ſuch as now I am; and there- 
fore at length I have learnt 
chis 'wiſdome that vituperari 
ab illandato rviro laudari eft , it is 
the greatelt praiſe to be dif- 
prayſed of an vnworthy 
man : ſo that the ſole carel 
now take for my wandring 
orphane, is that he may by 
his traucll atteine that fauour 
to be recciued to your ho- 
| nours ſcruice,and I ſhall chen 
| aſſure my ſelfe that nec olewm, 
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| Gods inquiſution 
uer them in their profoundelt [leep: 
Adam may flic into the land of for- 
getfulneſle, fall into the. depth of 
diſpaire , tyre himſelte in the wayes 
of wickedneſle, as a man without 
ſtrength, become tree amongſt the 
dead andexild from the law of the 
living: ( forthis was his eſtate ) yer 
doth nor God forlake him; bur tol- 
loweth after him drawing him to 
repentance, to make him an exam- 
le of mercy to many babes yet vn- 
rne. Of ludgement therefore & 
_ is our ſong ; Iudgement in 
his flight , mercy in his retraight, 
ludgement in his hiding of linne, 
mercy in Gods vncouering of it;for 
man was falen into a ſleepe ( not 
that ſweete fleepe of the body 
whereby hee is refreſhed, but thar 
of the (oule) in ſinne, which makes 
me quake to thinke of, and that al- 
ſoof ſoule, and body in eternall de- 
ſtruction | 
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firuction (which you cannor bur 


tremble ro heare ot) hid not God 
in mercy awaked him. O the height 
and depth of Gods mercy, whoal- 
though! he- faffereth his children ro 
fall, yer not-to-lie anddie in ſinne, 
as the wicked world doth : but ſd- 
denly ftriketh their harcs with re- 
pentance not to be repentedof, be- 
tore they be cauteriſed through cu- 
ſtome; as we ſee in a cloude of wit- 
neſles; as Dauid who when he had 
numbred the people his harrpre- 


|ſently [mote him , and in Tonas who 


when hee was fled from God, the 
Windes ſent as a pur ſinant to fetch him 
back who elſe would hane poſted to hel, 
for he was well onward in his iour- 
ny hauing run to the haven, paid 
his fare, entred the ſhipand ſlept 
ſecurely in his (inne. Peter likewiſe 
thruſt himſelfe into cuill company, 


| for feare of « weake Damfell not only 


denied 
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Gods inquifition 
demed, but with bitterneſſe forſwore | | 
by maſter: but the crowing of the cock | I 
and the glance of bus maſbers oye made | 
him goe out and weepe bitterly. And 
Adews likewile receiued no leile | 
grace, for he had liked, laſted after, 
taſted the forbidden fruit , done his 
endeauour to couer himſelte with 
figg leaues, and his finne with a (il- 
ly and {lender excuſe : bur God 
leaues him not ſo, but as a gvod 
ſhepheard ſeeing his lamb tallen' 
into the mouth of the roring lion 
the Deuill , hafteth to help him, 
finding him out, vacouenng bis. 
wounds,and pouring in the oyle of 
his mercy to heale his wounded 
ſoule, Seeing therefore that God 
makes ſuch halt to call vs ; let vs 
not be {low to anlwer, but with | 
Samuell /ay ; eake Lord for thy ſer- | | 
nant heareth, let not Gods caretul- | | 
nefſe be a cauſe of oug carleſnelle, | 


or | 
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nor hjs watchtullneſle bringe vs in- 
toa {lumber , looke notto haue the 
ſonne goe backe or ſtay {till expett- 
ing our repentance for the day paſ- 
ſeth andthe night commeth when ud 
man cay worke, The Greekes re- 
quire earthly wiſdome, and the 
lewesa ligne, but we preach Chriſt 
crucified & woe to vs it that cannot 
conuert vs. I hope we looke not 
with Dives to hawe one [ent from the 
dead, If any ſuch, I ſay not with A- 
brabam you haue Moſes and the | 
Prophets, but with the Apoſtle, /» 

theſe laſt dayes God hath ſent his ſonne | 
to call 5 to repentance. Oh how long 
hath hee called vs to awake out of 
the ſleep of fin,afluring vs if wee re- 
pent our {aluation is nearer then we 
thinke, if not our damnation nca- 
rer then wee feare. Wee read in the 
Canticles rhar our Sauiour ſtandes 

knocking at his ſpouſe dore while 


the | 
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not be found. Harke+, 


the dew had bedewed his lockes; 
but ſhe would not kt himin : at 
length in her berrer cogirations ſhe 
openeth the dore , ahd hee was 
gone:teaching vs thar if we will not 
open the dore' of our harts by the 
key of our repentance when hee | 
knocks, the time (hall come; 

wee hall feeke him, 


lamentable complair, 
made on the crollef, 
of our harts. Haue y 
yee that paſſe by , beho 
ner you ſaw miſery 
the day of the wifit 
wrath of God: as1t he 
you euer ſee ſuch a woful'Y 
25 one nailed hand and foote 
Crofle, his tender skul pierced with | | 
thornes, for the ſinnes of others, as | | 
mine are? Yf you ſhould ſec one 
iuſtly ſuffer ſuch gricuous torrures, 

you 


| | | Afeer may. | 


es; | |- | you cannot bur pitty him, burit 
at | | | vniuſtly and yer patiently, and wils 
he lingly tor the louc he,þeareth to 0- 
AS thers, not his friends, but encmiesz 
or this would ſtay you in your grea- 
he reſt ſpeede. Wherefore though 


os 
this my, paltog, the 
in- ſunder on the garrh, 
ne loſt his light inthe; 
wherefore your harts.be 

then ſtones , and fen{-* 
the heauens, if you will 
tremble and forſake your (inns. 
h] | |Thusdoth Chriſt not with teares 
s| | [Cas he called the ewes) but with 


el ps of bloud ſecke ro mollific 
k _—_—_ » leaſt as wee came naked 
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the dew had bedewed his lockes; 
but ſhe would not ket himin : at 
| lengrh in her berrer cogitations the 
openeth the dore \, ahd hee was 
gone:reaching vs that if we will not 
open the dore'of our harts by the 
key of our repentance when hee 
knocks, the time (hall come that 
wee ſhall feeke him, and hee will 
not be found. Harke harke what a 
lamentable complaint our Sauiour 
made on the crolle for the hardnes 
of our harts. Haue yeeno revard all 
yee that paſſe by, behould anaſee if e- 
ner you ſaw miſery like my miſery in 
the day of the wwifitation of the fearce 
wrath of God: as it he ſhould ſay did 
you euer ſee ſuch a woful ſpe&acle, 
as one nailed hand and foote to the 
Crofle, his tender skul pierced with 
thornes, for the ſinnes of others, as 
mine are? Yf you ſhould ſee one 
iuſtly ſuffer ſuch gricuous tortures, 
you 
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L- b Aﬀeer may. | | 
- | you-cannor bur picty him, burit 


' | heauen andearthtowunefleagainit 


vniuſtly and yer patiently, and wils 
lingly tor the loue he,bcareth to 0- 
thers, not his friends, but enemiesz 
this would ſtay you in your grea- 
reſt ſpeede. Wherefore though 
you be in the full purſuite of your 
linne, behould this my _ mh 
the eye of faith as you paſle. by a 

it will mollifie your Love's dai | 
But if you will not regardeit, call 


you :  for- at this my, palbog, the 
ſtones claye in. ſunder on the garzhy, 
and the/ſonne loſt his, light inthe; 
heauens : wherefore your harts.be 
more hard then ſtones , and fen{-' 
lefle then the heauens, if you will 
not tremble and forlake your (inns. 
Thus doth Chriſt not with tcares 
(as he _ the [ewes ) but with 
ps of bloud ſecke ro mollific 

yan 4 , leaſt as wee came naked 
into 
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into the world ſo wee (ſhould te- 
turne naked of the beſt riches. To 
day rherefore if you will heare his 
voice harden-not your harts ro goe 
aftray with the prodigall ; and pro- 
miſe your felues quick #eturge : do | 
not with greefing,quencbing, and 
| checking che good fpirit {ole him | 
bydegrees and thinke to finde him 
on the fudden. for jim Mary loſt 
Obrift but 4 dayes journey ſhe was 
three dates finding of him, and ſpall 
We loſe him thirty or forty jtares, and 
thirtke to firide him in the laſt houre 


| our death ? ſhalt wee be going | | 


from a city x whole yeate, or tnore, 
atid cthink- roreturne in 4troment ? 
ſwrely this- were t9 delude our 
ſehres. Well therefore ;-ſtith the 
good father , hee thar-promiſeth 

lation ro the repentant-, hath 
nor promiſed repentance' when 
thou wilt: left therefore the —_— | 

y 


— __ 
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th>y foule and theend of thy dayes | 
maketobNeate a coniundHon , and 
God leaud thee to thy Telfe, fo thar 
thou departwith a barthen of (ins 
|vntepented of ; While ir istoday 
heare his voice ſo louingly callin 

thee , for ro morrow thou mail 

ſecke it with tears), and nor ob- 
eaine : to day, for this is rheaccep- 
table tire}, greive not rherefore the 
pod ſpirit with cr, teaſt your al- 
moſt come ro nothing : to day re- 
'pent, for ir is more dangerous ro 
Nee rwith one litine , then an hun- 
dred Scotprons;for they cam bur kil 


< 


and caſt into hell fire; To day ther- 
fore heare his voice, feaſt ro mor- 


row hee ſay to you (as ro his diſ- 


ciples it! an other ſence) hence. 
forth ſMleepeand rake your reſt, for 
you {hall be no more called for 


che body, this both body and fouls] 


= and then pood had itbeene 


for 
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for vs if we had peyer beene borng., 
| Thus hauc I (as loude.gs I could) 
ſounded .Gods trumpet in ;your 
cares, to awake you gut of the dead 
leepe of linne, jr him therefore 
thar hath an eare , heare God cal- 
ling vnto him where art thos. 
Hee eſt vox interrogantys , incre- 
pantis , et commiſerantss firſt by 
way of interrogation: looke haw a 
louing father dwelling in a wood 
inhabited with beaſts,it he miſle his 
ſonne, ſearcheth euery pitt ,callin 
with a ſhrill voice ,, fearing lea 
ſome noughty beaſt hath deuourgd 
him : by which voice his childe 
(who was fallen into a lleeps ) jis a 
waked ; cuen ſo ( me thinkes ) I ſes 
with the eye of faith God calling 
maa who was fallen intoa dange- 
rous ſleepe in the wildernes of (in , 
where the roring lyon was ready 
(if God had not preucnted)to hane 
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devoured him, bur God in mercy 
cals to awake him out of the dange- 
rous {leepe of linne.: Was God ip- 
norant where man was? noe bur 
man was ignorant where himſelfe 
was, for he had finned and knew 
not , but fled from God, and had 
runne OY into the pirr of * 


him and cald him back ; man was 
becomea wilde tree therfore God 
the good huſband-man commeth 
withthe ſword of his word to curt 
off his ropp gallant and graft in a 
lien ſcilicet, a knowledge of his 
faulr, thar ſo hee might repent. 
LN—_— non tam interovantss 
«vox eff, It isb 
Tal Creproſe forall Gods words 
mans fall were commanda- 


bationis , nou |: —_ 


man | 
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man ſliding God fell to chiding as 
in this manner : where art thou, 
what haſt thou done ? who toulde 
thee thou waſt naked ? haſt thou e- 
ten the forbidden frait? every word | | 
asa ſeuerall ſword to piercetheir | | 
naked harts. Thus you (ce beloued | | 
that it isa fearfull thing to fall1nto 
the hands of the liuing God: Iudge 
therefore your ſelues hat you bee 
not iudged of the lord , for though 
our linnes be ſuperannate, worne 
out of date, yetit they be vnrepen- 
ted of, God will call them to mind 
with a witneſlg, and ſer them in or- 
| der againſt vs. There be foure 
; ſorts of men that get heauen, ſome | 
by violence;ſuch are they who ſut- 
r perſecution for righteousnelle 
ſake: others ſteale it (which is a ho- 
i ly theft) when by our praiersand 
almes done in | fr we ſhow a 

| lively faich which is rewarded 0- 
8 penJy 
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penly;others purchaſe heauen,ſuch 


| arethey who make rhem friends of 


their varighteous Mammon wher- 
by chey (hall be receiued into cuer- 
laſting habitation ; rhe alt ſort are 
they which are drawne by threat- 
nings or punilhmenes , and this is 
the worlt way : for looke how the 
racke is tothe body, to extorr and 
wring a conteſhon our of the of- 
fender , ſo is puniſhment co the 
foule of the (inner ; for a wounded 
conſcience who can beare. For al- 
though God when ke hath drawne 
the ſword, doth not' throw a way 
the ſcabbard , as if he would neuer 
pur it vp againe:though hee will nor 
alway be chidipg , yet if wee linne 
he will chaſtize vs with the chaſl- 
tiſements of met, hewing our haxts 
and deuiding betweene the magrow 
and the bone, gener ,cealing $9gu- 
niſh ynrill he hath drawea vs to're- 
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pentance, and how much berter it 
is tobe drawne by gentle perſwalt- 
hes then by the rod, iudge ye. 
Thirdly, you tam mcrepantis, 
wam commiſerantis vox eſt, looke 
how a louing father I 
keth and rebuking pittiethhis ſon 
gone aſtray : ſo mee thinkes-I fee 
God rebukin man , in that hee 
would rather Farken to the ſerpent 
his enemy , then to him his Jouing 
maker : but yet he pictieth him in 
that hee fell not like the Angells 
of malicious wickedneſle , bur of 
weakneſſe. God had adorned man 
with all the heroicke vertues of the 
minde as iuftice and mercy and 
fach like , but man} hauing (inned, 
they flew from him as not deigning 
0 live in ſo foule a cape, but flew 
backe to heauen, from whenee they 
came, the one pleading for,ard the 
other againſt man, iuſtice calling . 


— —— 
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God for reuenge, that ſeeing man 
had finned againſtan jnfinire God 
and that with an infinite wi! (as you 
may ealily perceiue in his flyi 
from God and that he was fo tarre 
from conteſhing his ſinne, that he 
iuſtified himſelte, and accuſed God 
to his faceasthe authorot his finne 
in giuing him the woman) ſeei 
therefore he had ſinned foe with an 
infinite will, he pleads againſt man, 
that bcconding his offence hee 
might infinitely be puniſhed : but 
mercy pleads for man, that ſeei 
he hats ſinned of weaineſſe, Gol 
would be pleaſed not to rake his 
mercy cleanefrom him, but in 
iudgement to" remember mercy 
wherby he might call him rorepen- 
eance, and ſay peace to his ſoule. 
| Thus God being ſolicited with ſun- 
dry aduocates fur and againſt man, 
hee calls ro man to ſee what hee 
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could ſay for himſclte , thar ar leaſt | 
he might conteſle againſt himlſelte, 
and his iniquity might be forgiuen. 
Thus wee lee aby//us abyſum inno- 
cat , the depth of our miſery cald 
on the depth of Gods mercy,and 
the depth of his mercy cald on his 
wiſdome & power : & ſoin mercy 
wiſdome & power he hath wrought 
our redemption.. Wee read of Da- 
«id when; he heard of the death of 
his ſon. Abſoloz that he dyed in his 
ſin,he bewailed him,ſaying,0 Abſs- 
lon, Abſolon, O my ſonne Abſolon, 
would God I had died for thee. my 
oune,my ſorne ; here was a louing 
wiſh 'of a feeble father , but here 
(me thinks) I heare a more louing 
and powerfull call : O Adam, A- 
dam,'O my fonne Adamgthou thalr 
notdye (if thou wilt repent) bur 
live, tor I will dye for thee my ſon, 
my ſonne, for though thy innes 
make 
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| make me to be ſpitred vppon, will 
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kiſle thee with the kiſſes of my 
mouth ; though my head be crow- 
ned with thornes, I will crowne 
thee with glorie ; though my fide | 
| be thruſt thorow with a ſpeare, yet 
| will I ſhow thee the loue I beare 
| thee at my heart; and albeit thy 
| finnescrucifie mee tothe death, yet 


| thee life. O hearethis (yee ſonnes 
| of Adam)to reuiue your dying and 
| languilhing ſpirits, tor though God 
| be tuſtly di{pleaſed with our offen- 
| ces, his anger endureth bur the 
| twinckling of aneye, but his mer- 
cic for euer to them that repent; 
heeis 4 iult God, and puniſheth to | 
the third and . fourth generation, 
them that with a ſtiffe necke in ha- 
tred and malice go on in (inning a- 
gainſt him; but hee is a meratull 
God , that (hewes mercie to thou- 
B 4 ſands | 


——_— 


 —  — cl — 


Gods inquifition 


ſands in them that loue him, and 
endeauour to keepe his commaun-, 
dements. Oturne you, turne you, 
why will you dic ? rurne ynto God 
in forrow,and contrition, that hee | 

turne-vato you in pirtie and 
compaſhon, and heale your woun- 
ded conſciences . This briefely of 
theſe words as they haue relation 
ro God the maker of this inquiſiti- 
on, wherein he diſcouereth his an- 
ger to {inne, and his compaſhon to 
the ſinners, in that they had ſinned 
of weakenefle : now this inquiliti- 
on is to bee conlidered as it bath 
relation to our eſtate which is fue 
fould. 

Firſt, vb; Paradsſi, ſecondly wii 
tenebrarum , thirdly , obi miſerie, 
 fourthly , v6 foliorws , fiftly, vbs 
gratie, Firlt , vbi Paradiſi, what e- 
ſtate artthou inin Paradice? In the 
| creation God who delighted to ſee 

all 
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after man. 
all his creatures good, toyed to ſee 
| man happie , hee ſpake the word, 
| and they were created, but to make 
| man , hee ſeemes himſelfe for to | 
| Twas _ conſultation 
might bee wanting © 
the Gi 4 excellent 5-4. 
ture; he made him natures beauty, 
the forme of the creation, carths 
ſole potenrate, he infaſerh adeuine 
Soule into a maieſticall body : and 
cuerie foyle was nat fit forman to 
dwell in, but hee muſt hauea Para- | 
dice, a place of pleaſure, where the 
trembling trees bowed them(clues 
in obedience, offering their fruices 
year —_—_ ſtreames _ 
,ofteri ir continual (cruice, 
and the majefticall Lyon, with all 
other beaſtes ſubieted themſelues 
more willingly than to Noah in the 
Arke, 0 felix,0 nimiuw falix, be- 


na ſi ſua noſſet.ſed bincille lachryme, 
Man 


— 
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Man knew not when he was happy 
enough, it was not enough for him | 
to bee Gods Vicegerent here on | 
eatth, but he ſeckes to be a Godin 

knowledge : thus hee thardelired 
to be more than a man, became a ! 
worme, aud no man, in reſpe&t of 
that he was before ; for-he rebelling | 
apainſt God all the creatures rebeld 

againſt him; the waters were ready 
to ouerwhelme him, as they did 
the whole World in the time of Noah; 
fire whs'readie to come downe 
from kheauen, as to Sodome and Go- 
morra ; the carth ready to ſwallow 
them, as Corath, Dathan, and Abi- 
raw; beaſts ready to deuoure ther, 
as they did the children mbich mock- 
ed Eliſha ;and the ayre readie to in- 
fetchem'with peſtilence. as in D#- 


vids time. Thus manbeing in this 
great daunger in the midſt of hap- 


pinelſe , God calls vnto man, 


Where | 


—_— 


| 
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Where art thou ? as if he (hould ſay, 
how was ir pofhble that thou 
{houldſt forget ſo ſoone him, that 
was ſo caretull of thy- wel-fare? 
what bleſſing was there with which 
(through my facherly affeftion) I 
did not endow thee ; for as if too 
little to make the world for thee, 
I madethee ſole Gouernour vnder 
mee, and ſet thee vpon a Throne 
farre excelling Salomons in glorie, 
from which (by ingratitude) thou 
haſt caſt downe thy ele; ſo thar | 
albeit Incede not aske who was I, 
that thou wert ſo vnmindefull of 
me, (forthy conſcience tells thee) 
yet I cannot but cry,what was man 
that I was ſo mindefull of him, ſee- 
ing ke ſo little regarded ? ſurely,7 
begin to repent that cuer I maſe 
thee, for by ſinne thou haſt disfran- 
chized thy ſelfe of ſo.ample amo- 
narchy, and thruſt thy ſelfe intoa 

dungeon. 
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dungeon. Beloucd, if it were pol- 


fible for a people to enioy a para- 
dice on carth, we doe hcere in this 


mon-wealth the Palmiſt s of, 
Our wines are like the vine, our chil- 
dren like oline branches round about 
onr tables, our oxen Jirong ts labour, 
ten thouſands in our ſtreets : and are_ 
wot wee happy, that are in ſuch a caſe, 
yea rather bleſſed in that wee haue the 
Lord fe our God: For had not ma- 
ny Moſeſes beene inftant in pra 

4 mL had periſhed (like he IC 
raelires)with quailesin our mouths, 
ſo greeuoully doe wee daily abuſe 
the bleſhings of God. It is not long 
vncethe plague ſwept away whole 
heuſholds in our land, greatinun- 
dations by water, and the earth de- 
med her increaſe ; ſo that many 
poore ſoules, hauing their children 


land, for we haue that happy Com- | 


EE _ 


| hanging 
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ing on their tender breſts, had 
ing but alt teares to relecue 

them. Bur (may ſome ſay) whas is 
this to vs ? Surely, a warning to 
reach, that vnleſlewee repent, wee 
ſhall all likewiſe perilh , and bee 
brought from our greateſt plenty 
to that want, that wee ſhall delire a 
cup of colde water to coole our | 
rongues, and we ſhall not obtain it. | 
Asthis land isa modell of Para- 
dice, ſo many (like Adam) are rai- 
ſedour of the duſt, to be Gods vp- 
on earth, like Moſes and Dawiad,from 
the ſpeephooke to the Stepter : or, as 
Saul, from ſeeking bis fathers aſſes : 
or, like the Diſciples, of fiſber-men 
made fiſhers of men : 1] ſpeake not 
this, as it all were raiſed outof the 
ill : for I know many are no- 

bly. deſcended , yet it was God 
which raiſed their anceftours, and 
who likewiſe hath furniſhed them 


with 


—  — 


Gods inquiſtion | 


with gitrs which arenor hereditary: | 
Therfore Plato ſayd well,that God 
mingled the completions of Prin- | 
ces with gold, of their helpers with 
filuer, and the Commons with 
braſſe:hewing that God furniſherh 
men with gifts hitting for their pla- 
ces: and therfore to thew all foule- 
mouthed Papiſts,(who raile againſt } 
the ſupremacy of our King) that 
God hath giuen him power Eccle- 
ſraſticall as remporall, hee is ſo fur- 
niſhed with knowledge of Diuni- 
ty, that many Prieſts, both of the 
Papiſts and Proteſtants, who hauec 
beene Proficients in ſerious ſtudies, 
may notwithſtanding learne of 
him. -Sceing therefore thar God 
thus beſtoweth his gifts, that wee 
hauenothing that wee haue not re- 
ceived, let them that are exalted 
bewire of price, for if felicitas ſ#- 
perbie,ſuperbia infelicitatis fit parens: 


for 
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for ſuperbus inſolio eſt ſumia in te- 
Fo,in a hrplace robreake his neck : 
and pride is the roor ofall euill, bur} 
Vita 11a, m—_— prima agree not z 
but verbum apientibus ſatys eſt, 
Secondly, wbi tenebrarum ? in 
whar eſtate of darkneſſe art thou ? 
God madethe Sunne to [hine by 
day, andthe Moone by night, and} , 
gaue his word to bee a light to their 
tecr, and a lanthorne to their paths : 
but this is our condemnation, that 
wee loued darknefle better then 
light, and ſo gropt at noone-day, 
changing theettare of rightcouſnes 
for rhe poluted garment of (inne: 
And well may (inne be called dark- 
nefſe : Firſt, in regard ofthe author 
of it, the Prince of darkneſle. Se- 
condly, in that it brings vs to the 
darknefle of ignorance heere, and 
(if God in mercy preuent not) to 
that more then &gyprtian darkneſle 
| heere- | 


—__ 
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4 heereafter. Our firſt parents being 
falne into this eſtate, calls vn- 
| to them, to bring them toa light of 
their linne , that ſo they might re- 
nt, as if hee ſhould thus expoſtu- 

| wn LE ; Was my burchen 
ſo heauy, andthe yoake I layd on 
| ouſo vneafie, that you could not 
| onger beare it, butſo ſoone caſt ir 
of?1 did not cumber you with ma- 
ay commands , for at that time ] 
needed not, you could enuy none, 
for none more happy then your 
ſelues, there were no virgins to ra- 
uilh, no widowes to defloore, or 
wiues to defile,no Churches to rob 
by facriledge, or brethren to bee 
oppreſt with vſury : In fine, I gaue 
you but one command, ſcilicet, to 
forbeare the fruit of one tree, and 
| was this command ſo ous? 
had you not both ſtore of fruit, for 
neceſhty anddelight? did Inotin a 
wands 
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manner make my ſelfe poore, to 
your ſtore ? ſee then how vngrate- 
tull thou art, and ingratum moo 
dixerim omnia, this towle beaft !» 
gratitude hath made a breach tor all 
other linnes : Firſt, Beloued ; our 
bodies are not {o ſubic& to diſea- 
ſes, as our ſoules to finnes, prideis 
the ſoules tympany , enuy the 
worme that gnawerh at the heart, 
wrath a pleurilie which will not be 
appeaſed without bloud, luſt is che 
oules feauour: nay; whereas the 
body hath reſpit from ſickneſle,the 
ſoule none from ſinne, and all {ick- 
nefles haue their ſympromes : yet 
wee ſo ignoranrot linne, that who 
wars, os oft hee offends ; yea, 
manyare ſo hlchie, that you may 
trace them as a fox by his ſent , yer 
they haue no feeling, oderwnt pecca- 
re bont wirtutis amore, as Seneca 


would not finne, leſt he ſhould de- 
C ile | 
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file ſo noble ſubſtance as the ſoule. 
And I read of Anſeimm , that hee 
was wontto lay, that it bee ſhould 
ſee all punilhments wichour (inne 
on one hand,and {inne without pu- 
niſhmenrs on the other, hee would 
imbrace puniſhments, and forſake 
finne : Surely, it was a moſt Chrt- 
ftian-like reſolution ; for what wiſe 
man hauing amany lIewells inthe 
raine, wouid not couer them with 
his cloake (though he be well dren- 
ched with the raine, or beaten 
with haile himſelfe) to keepe them 
from ruſting : and doe wee not fee 
that (in is asa purified flie to pre- 
cious oyntment,or as ruſt and can- 
kerto the ſoule? for if thy ſoule be 
adorned with vertue, as great ones 
with jewels, one foule ſinne raig- 
ning, takes away the luſtre & beau- 
ty of them. How many men ſee 


we daily of good aſpeRts, excellent 
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gifts, and comely perfovages, who 
by pride , ſeite-conceipredneſle, 
drunkenneſle, or ſuch like vice, 0- 
uerthrow and ltaine all their other 
gifts, thus harefull is finne of it 
lelfe : Bur Sinneand Purilhments 
are ewinnes, Sinne as the elder may 
feaſt it felfe within,but Punilkmenc 
lieth ar the doore, Idleneſle atten- 
ded with the Scuruy, Drunkenneſle 
with the Dropſie, Pride with Lu- 
nacy, andour firit Parencs aftected 
knowledge with our ignorance, 
which how great a pum{hmenrit 
is, I appeale ro any ingenioug na- 
ture : who cannot, bur ro his end- 
leſle greefe hinde,thar when he hath 
rurned ſtrengch into weaknes, mar- 
row into drinefſe, and his colour 
into paleneſlſe, by watchings and 
continued ſtudies, at lengrh hee at- 
tainerh hoc owwrs [cixe, that he ſeerh 
no more then a priſoner at a creuice 

C 2 in 


— 


— 


Godsinquiſition 

in a dungeon, /cilicet, that there is a 
Sunne which onceenlightned him, 
which though wn" now en- 
toy, yet hee th one day againe 
wh with the th" (hi- 
ning beames thereof. But whither 
doth mine ignorance lead mee ? I 
had almoſt forgot that the puniſh- 
ment of (inne was reſerued tor the 
next place : but ſeeing that Iam en- 
tred into this ſubieR, I hope I ſhall 
not digrelle in touching this part,ſo 
farre as it expreſleth the miſerable 
eſtate of linne : examine therefore, 
and you hall ſee what a ſympathy 
there is betweene the puniſhment 
of God appoynted for ſinne, and 
the eſtate of {inne : For firſt, the 
earth (for ſin) brings forth thornes, 
briers, and thiſtles ; ſo our hearts 
being become earthly, bring forth 
the briers of (in, and not the wholec- 
ſome fruit ofrighteouſneſle, as you 


may, 


| 


| 
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may fee in children and fooles, who 
will ſooner learne to cry bald-pate, 
then to ſing Hoſanm; and well may 
finne bee compared to thornes, in 
tharit hath the ſame power to teare | 
the conſcience, as the other doth 
the garment. Secondly, as for fin, 
in ſweat wee eat ourbread ; ſoin 
{wear we eat the ſtolne waters and 
bread of iniquity. Doth not the en- 
un man _ Vex er re 
oulear'the proſperity of the righ- 
teous -ahendes Hoch: his i 
ſoule, atthe (innes of the wicked ? 
Doth not the wrathfull man rake 
more paines to execute his fury, 
then the patient man to =_ an 
iniury ? I read of one, that being de- 
firous to goe to Olympus, and be- 
ing diſcouraged with the tediouſnes 

f the iourney, hee was counſelled 
by his friend, to goe fo farre cuery 
day that way , as hee vied to 

C 3 walke 
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walke for his recreation, andat laſt 
he (hould arwe ac his iournies end : 


So, if therebeapy (as I feare there 
be mary) that would willingly goe 
to heauen, bug that they {rea Lyon 
in the way, and a Lyoneſſe in the path; 
| allure you (that it you would as 
much hght againſt and greeue your 
ſpirituall aduerfaries ; as you doe 
the g00d ſpiritot God, which ſca- 
leth your redemption). you hould 
at laſt ariue atthe bauecn af blitle : 
for {o painefull are the, wayes of 
wickednefle, that that is moſt true 
ofthe finner, which is ſayd of the 
woman , that in ſorrow beg ſhall 
bring forth : T hirdly; as che wo- 
man {hall haue a deiire ro her hul- 
band, and hee (hall haue the rule of 
her : cuen ſo wee, tobee wedded to 
our fleſhly bodies (for skin for skin 
and all chat a man hath, he will give 
for his life). yet hath our fleſh rule 


Ooucr | 
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ouer vs,ſo that Pawl himſclte could 
not but confeſle, that hee had a law 
in his members, contrary to the law of 
God ; For our ſpirits are like toa 
bird tied toa mill-ſtone, they may 
| houer vp in heauenly cogitations 

but ſoone againeare pulled downe 
with the maſle of our flcthly cor- 
ruption, as you may ſee in Peter, 
who was ready in ſpirit with his ma- 
fer to dhe, but preſently bee did him. 
fearefully denie : Ina word, our cor- 
rupt nature is ſo filled with the 
worme-wood and gall of che bit- 
rerneile of finne,that NVitimur in we- 
tita cupimuſ 3, negata, the very for- 
bidding of an euill is enough to 
make vs delire it ; yea,with the ſpi- 
der, we ſucke out poylon from the 
beſt lowers ; from learning we ga- 
ther pride ; from courage, ralhnes ; 
from liberaliry, prodigality ; yea, 
ſoare we naturally delighted in (in, 
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thatwe delightro ſee others linne: 
notvnlike him,that ſtanding on the 
{hoare, or rather being rolled with 
the waues ar ſea, {hould delight to 
{:<c another drowned bcfore his 
eyes: ior 

3 olamen miſeri; ſocios habuiſſe doloris 
Sed wiſcrum, —— 

Like to him thar ioyes to ſee his 
| neighbours houle fired, whereas he 
hath more cauſe to weepe, fearing 
chat his will bethe nexc. If this will 
not ſuthce ro conuince thee from 
corruption, from thine own mouth 
[ will condemne thee ; for why haft 
thou conſented with the body of 
this land, to make ſo many neceſla- 

penall ſtatures?it were cynicall to 
thinke to this end they were made, 
| that great theeues might hang little 
ones ; and itis the common tolly, 
to compare them to ſpiders webs, 


| wherin lirtle flies arc intangled,and 
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great ones breake thorow : for daily 
exptrience confuteth this errour. 
Bur if thou wilt looke into thine 
owne boſome, thou ſhould ſoone 
 finde ourthe cauſe, ſcilicet, thy na- 
tural corruption, for weare all natu- 
rally Atheilts, ready to (in againſt 
God, the ſtate, and nature. Hence 


proceede thele heauen-threatning 
blaſphemies , Church-deuouring 


"| ſacnledges , vnmercitull exrorti- 


ons, andſuch like finnes flowing 
from a corrupt fountaine : for 
though with Hazael, we thinke we 
could not commit ſuch cuills, vn- 
lefſe we were doggs; yet ſo dogged 
we are, that wee make no bones of 
them. | 

Hence let vs learne,not to delight 
in the falls of our —_—_ _—_ 

ity them, ſaying with that g 

Facher, Ille bodies £20 cr as, hee bath 
falne to day, I may fall ro morrow. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly , let him that Randeth» 
take heede hee fall nor, for you ſee 
wee ſtand on (lippery places : ſee | | 
how Eſas hated 1acob, Neg_y | 
from him his birth-right,how muc | | 
more [hould wee hate ſinne, which | 
impouerilhe all our anceſtaurs. 
Thirdly, ifat any time we doe lin, 
let vs comfort our (clues in this,that | 
wee haue an aduocatg to the Faber, 
Chriſt Jeſs the righteous, hee i thes 
projutiation for all our fines, tor as 
the high Prieſt preſented the 
names of the twelue Tribes @n his 
breſt-plate, ſo Chriſt the names of 
bis EleR.So that,albeir with Joſeph, 
our garments bee rent by the temp- 
ration of our Miſtreſle and Dalilab, 
our fle{b;and our body allo caft af- 
terinto the dungeon of the graue, 


yet(at laſt) ſhal we be broughtforth 
toa Kingdom moſt glorious.Sweer | 
lelus beeto vs a leſus, let thy pati. 

ace] | | 
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encean{wer tor our wrath ; let thy 
mercy, for our vncharitableneſle ; 
and thy righteouſneſle, for our lin. 
Thudly , bi miſerie ? what c- 
ſtate of milery art in?as if he ſhould 
lay, haft chou ſo ſoone forgot that 
[ torbad thee the eating of the tree 
ot knowledge, ſ#b pena, which(like 
the Law of the Medes & Peritans) 
cannat bee reyoked. O miſerable 
man, euiil is thy eſtate, and betrer 
had it beene thou had(t neuer been, 
ifchou wilt not now hearken vnto 
me,for in iudgement I will remem- 
ber mercy, and the ſerde of the wo- 
man ſhall bruize the Serpents bead : 
whereby, ifthou wilt repent, thou 
(hal; bee freed from the ſecond 
death. See therfore thine own mile- 
,& by theſe {ymptomes and (ha- 
Go of the ather, leame to ſhun 
thar great and intolerable paine ; 


for hauing eaten the ſtolne bread of 


linne, 
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ſinne, thou muſt now haue ſower 
fawce. The Poets doe faine of 
Promethews,thart hee ſtole hre from 
heauen; whence nowa febrium terris 
incubuit cohors : By Promethews 15 
meant Adam, by fire his affected 
knowledge, for as fire enlighten 
hcateth, and kindleth, ſo his} 
ledge enlighrned him &, 
nakedneilc , heated him, 
bluſhed tor ſhame, a 
Gods wrath againſt b 
(like vnmercifull fhre)4 


who was not ohel 
bortches, but his 6: 
rable comforters , ahd every meſ- 
ſenger brought tydings of woe:this 
is our eſtate, our ſoules and bodies 
aredefiled with the leproſie of (in, 
our breath ſtincks with the ſurphur 
therof, | 
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| . | therof, ourcares aredcafe in hea- 
el | ring Gods word, our eyes bleared 
| | with ignorance, and our mouthes 
dumb to ſpeake of Gods praiſe : 
' Thas wee hauing metamorphoſed 
q | | our (clues, we haue made God, of 
a louing father,an angry ludge,our 
conlcience muſtreth vp ac- 
poughts to torment vs, and | 
mtorrs that are lene vnto 
with ſorrow : ſo that I 
mpare vs-{inners toa' 
while he is plotting 
inſt che ſtare, hath his 


by another and caſt in- 
on, and by his own guil- 
ing condemned, cuery day 


C expects the executioner : So wee, 
ie while eicher plotting che hurt of 
| T our brother,or bow to {inne againſt 
l our God, it wee would but looke 
4 vpon our ſelues, might gmtn 
f, bo _ 
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ſlinne, thou muſt now haue ſower 
fawce. The Poets doe faine of 
Promethews,that hee ſtole hire from 
heauen; whence now febrium terris 
incubuit cohors : By Promethens is 
meant Adam, by fre his affe&ed 
knowledge, for as fire enlightnerh, 
hcateth, and kindleth, ſo his know- 
ledge enlighrned him to ſee his 
nakedneilc , heated him, that hee 
bluſhed for ſhame, and kindled 
Gods wrath againſt him : So that 
(like vamercifull fire) in a moment 
r brought them from the height of 
happines to the extreameſt miſery. 
I may compare vs '{inners to.Job, 
who was not onely tormented with 
borches, but his friends were milſe- 
rable- comforters, atid every mef- 
ſenger brought tydings of woe:this 
is our eſtate, our ſoules and bodies 
aredetiled with the leproſie of (in, 
our breath ſtincks with the ſurphur 
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therof; our cares are dcafe in hea- 
ring Gods word, our eyes bleared 
with ignorance, and our mouthes 
dumb to ſpeake of Gods praiſe : 


our ſelues, we haue made God, 0 


a louing father,an angry Iudge,our 
owne conſcience multreth vp ac- 
culing thoughts to torment vs, and | 
the belt comforts chat are ſent vnto 

vs, are mixt with ſorrow : ſothart [| 
may well compare vs-{inners toa 
Traycour, who while he is plotting 
miſcheete againſt the ſtare, hath his 
weapons taken from him by one, 
and arreſted by another,and caſt in- 
to a dungeon, and by his own guil- 
tines being condemned, cuery day 
expects the executioner : So wee, 
while either plotang che hurt of 
our brother,or bow to ({inne againſt 


vpon our ſelues, might ſce that our 


weapons 
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weapons are taken away : tor wher- 
as God hath giuento other crea- 
tures, weapons to detend and op- 

ſe ; as tothe Horle, the hoofe ; 
the Bull, the horne ; the Boate, a 
ruske ; and the Lyon, the paw; 
man onely is naked, and yet he will 
not forbeare to plot miſchecte, 
which while kec is brewing, perad- 
venture a bryer catcheth holde of 
him, and tcares him, as it content 
with nought bat his bloud, and if 
they had tongues to ſpeake, they 
would ſay,that God(in wrath)hath 
ſent them armed with ſo many 
prickes, as ſundry bills and ſtages, 
ro arreit vs of treaſon, for (inning 


Againſt God. Bur alas, our aftected 


knowledpe hath caſt ſuch a milt 
of ignorance betore our eyes, that 
wee cannot ſee our miſery, like too- 


and, the witneſles ready, the 


1s at 
bill 


liſh gry that know the Indee || 
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bill of indirement drawne, the exc- 
cutioner appoymed, and the place 
of rorment certaine, yet doe they 
arme themſclues ro outface their 
miſery : So we haue God our Iudge 
at hand,our conſciences a hundred 
witneſles, the Diuell ready to tor- 
ment, andall records ſundry bills 
of indictment, to ſhew that we are 
vnthankfull ro God, murtherers of 
our neighbours, enemies to our 
owne {oules, and inturious to na- 
ture : Sothat /mminet mors, tudici- 
um, infernus, (+ omnia horrenda, os 
quaſi mil ad nos, ridemus, ludimus, 
peccata peceatis adcimus. But as 
hey when death approacherh, 
quake and tremble : j doe wee, 
O mars, quam amr memoriarus he- 
mint habenti [olatinm in hac vita? O 
death, how bitrer is the remem- 
brance of thee to a man whole 
comfort depends on this lite ? For 


hl 


chough | 
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chough thy eſtate is not like the. 
Marchants, whickhangs by cables, 
orrather in regard of his manitold 
dangers, by atwined chred;nor like 
the Vſurers,which is ſare ſo long as 
the common Law laſts, if the deb» 
rour prooue not Bankrupt : bur 
ſuppoſe thou werrt like therich man 
in > Goſpell, thatthou hadſt nor 
little but much goods, and thatin 
pofleſhon, which iscleuen poynts 
of theLaw, thou haſt got it thou 
careſt not how, and thou wilt bee 
lure to keepe it, let others haue wa- 
try eyes for wanting of it; yerthou 
wilc laugh in enioying of it, and ſo 
thou mayſt haue goods, thou ca- 
reſtnottor Ged : Imagin thou wert 
thus like the rich man, and wentft 
[on as comically, what good would 

theſe goods doe thee, ſeeing thou 
muſtend tragically ? for though he 
bad gathered his crop, enlarged his 
barnes, 
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barnes,ſuhg a Requiem to his ſoule, 
et had he a curbuleht cataſtroph 
earing this dolefull ditty ; 0 foole, 
this night ſhall thy ſoule be taken from 
thee : Thus you ſee our wildome is 
but fooliſhneſle with God, for God 
walks oppolite to the greateſt man, 
if a great linner. Thus am I broughe 


I ſhould ſearch intro cuery creeke 
and arme thereof, my life would 
not ſuffice, I will onely you 
from the land of ſecurity,and point 
vnto you the popes creeks, that 
fo you might bee ſea-licke, and bee 
the more healrhfulleuer after : but 
ſeeing reares are the beſt Oratours 
to expreſle miſery ; while you faile 
along, bewaile your ſinnes, which 
are the cauſe of this your mi- 
ſerie in all ages and eftates. As 
in our infancy wee come crawling 
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into the large ſea of miſery : bur if 


into the world, and had wee fo 
D 


much 


— 


Gods inquiſition 
much vnderſtanding to ſec it, wee 
might perceiue our mothers haltc 
dead by giuing vs life, and had wee 
not the help ot others, the houre of 
our birth would end our lifezin our 
youth corretion (which is as ne- 
as food)isa burthen and in- 
tolerable yoake:after, like vntamed 
heifers ſubie& ro diſordered paſh- 
ons; in olde age loathſome to our 
ſelues and others: theſe are the dayes 
wherein there « no pleaſare , and as 
all ages, ſoall eſtates miſerable 3; if 
rich, full of care, feare, and greete ; 
if of meane eſtate, ſubicR to diſcon- 
tent z and if poore, God help ; for 
thou canſt looke for little of vn- 
mercifull man. Beſides , the raw 
—__ of _y forbidden fruit are 
o vndigelted,that notwithſtandin 

all the help of nature and art, rs. 
are ſundry diſeaſes, which like vn- 
to furies, deſtroy vs, before wee 
can 
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can finde a remedy, ſome gnaw at 
chethroat, others dart at the heart, 
others weigh downe the kidneyes, 
and racke the whole body : How 
many haue loſt their liues with fer- 
ching in of Indian druggs ? And o- 
thers in ſcarching out ot the vertue 
of them ? And notwithſtanding 
their care and paine, we get that in 
a moment, which cannorbe clawd 
offin our lives. Belides theſe dif- 
eaſes, all the creatures confpire a- 
gain(t vs, for like to AZFeons dogs, 
_ vs metamorphoſled, they tu- 
rioully purſue vs, & as if this were 
not miſerie enough, wee wadge 
warre one againſt another, ſo that 
man who was createda milde and 
louing creature is —_— become 
lupus mo demon, tor there is not 
the like diſparitie betwecne any 
creatures of the ſame ſpecies, as be- 
tweene man and man, as you may 
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ſeeby our arrilleries, roaring can- 
nons, ſwords, guns, and piltolls ; 
for notwithſtanding God hath bleſt 
our land with a peaceable King, 
that delights not in ſhedding of 
bloudzyet ewentythouſand pounds 
yeerely doth not ſuffice to ſtreng- 
then our laud againſt our enemies; 
and as if it were not miſery enough 
to haue encmies abroad, wee are 
enemies toour ſelucs,our fleſh figh- 
ting againſt the ſpirit, and which is 
more range, 'our fleſh fighting a- 
gainkt it ſelfe : witneſle thoſe iarres 
at bed, and diſcontents at boord, 
berween man and wife: And,which 
is ſo vnnaturall a thing, as you ſhall 
not finde it amongſt the bruitith 
beaſts: many men lay violent hands 
vpon themſclues, like bad tenants, 
ſo farre from paying of their rent, 
that they pull dewne their Land- 
lords houles, andas to the body, 
{o 
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ſoare nor miſcries wanting to the 
ſoule, as ſundry paſhons ; for by 
choler we attempt that which after 
deſtroyes vs, or brings all 
repentance : melancholy attrights 
vs ſleeping, and torments vs wa- 
king ; mirth incenſeth vs to-luſt; 
loue is accompanied with icalou lie, 
hope with feare, and our ioy ends 
in ſorrow, teaching vs that our 
hearts being made for God alone, 
no earthly thing cancontent them, 
while hes to God, from 
whom by lin are gone aſtra 
The [ſraclites > hoy came £ 
the wilderneſle of Sine, wn of 
the bitter waters, leſt the _—_ 
be delighted in buildin 
cles rn and hinder | 0m rm iourn 
to the promiſed land : ſo wee muc 
more (while wee walkein this wil- 
dernefle of ſinne) muſt cat with 
ſweat, leſt we neglet the manna for 
D 3 our 
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our ſoules. Tathis end wee haue 
ſundry afliftions, as ſo many lirtle 
deaths ro hit vs for cternall ite : If 
yee therefore ſecke happineſle, yee 
doe well ; for thereunto yee are 
created : but ye muſt ſeckeit where 
it is to bee found, for reſurrexit non 
eft hic, heere in the midſt of life you | 
arein death ; heere you muſt ſuffer 
with Chrift, that after you may 
raigne with him ; hcere beare the 


| crolle, that after yee may (ir on the 


throne : thus like wiſe mariners, it 
wee lit artthe end of the (hip, wee 
may guide it to the hauen of blifle. 
Ler vs therefore with the Doue,ha- 
uing a long time houered, & found 
no reſt in this deluge, ler vs (I ſay) 
returne to the Arke of the Church, 
where wee may haue reſt for our 
ſoules, following this example wee 
haue before our eyes, which (mee 


thinkes) is a fir Commentary vpon 
this 
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this Text, as wee may (ce by e 
{tulating with this our lifter, before 
wee take our laſt farewell of her: 
Firſt, wert thou not happily deſcen- 
ded of theſame root, pn whence 
ſprung that honourable Branch, to 
whom the whole land ſhall ftand 
for eucr obliged, for his painefall 
and profitable expoſitions of our 
common lawes? hath not God bleſt 
thee with three huſbands, by 
one of the which thou hadſt iflue, 
M*, Mingy Counſellor of the Law, 
in whom thou liueft now, being 
dead ? and now inthine olde age 
(though thou bee (ilent) the pari 
where thou didft live will witneſſe 
'| thatthou hadſt no churliſh Nabdl : 
But what meanes this ſtill falence? 
Hearke, hearke, methinkes I heare 
her ſay, Fui quod es, eris quod ſunt, 
I haue beene as able to ſpeake as 
you, but now death hath ſcaled vp 
D 4 my 
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my lips, but this is my comtforr, 
that I did dic daily, and as I otren 
read of the Martyrs, ſo I goe reioy- 
cing to my graue, Non enim Deus 
deſeruit, but hath made death a 
bridge for mee to paſle ouer to a 
better life. Let vs therefore bewaile 
our owne milſcry in loſing of her, 
for this congregation hath loſt a 
principall member. ro accompany 
at prayer, hearing the Word and 
receiuing the Sacraments,the poore 
(which are many) hath loſt mon 
for their purſes, meat for their bel- 
lies;& cloths for their backs:& Imy 
ſelfe, all the encouragement I had 
in this place in the work of my mi- 
niſtry : but whom wee haue loſt, I 
am aſlured that the heauens haue 
found, and wee by following her 
good examples, may goe to her,ſhe 
cannot come to vs. 

Fourthly, wb: foliorum ? what e- 
fiare | 
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. | ſtate artthou vnder the figg-leaues. | 


' | ſo they might ſee better, whereas 
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You may read of a widow, which 
deſiring to ſee berter, had her eyes 
cloſed vp by a cunning Phylician, 
who then fole away her treaſure, 
which her eyes being open mifling, 
complained that ſhee ſaw work 
then cuer : This was the eftate of 
our firſt parents, for they had made 
a propolition, that ir was betterro 
hearken to Sathan, then God ; that 


indeede they ſaw themſclues ina | 
worleeltate, and therefore ſought 
tothe figg-leaues for couers : God 
therefore ſeeing the euill euent 
makes an A//umpfit, by queſtioning 
with them, that ſo they might con- 
clude againſt themſclues, rhar they 
were auerted, and therefore might 
labour to be conuerted, as if in cf- 
feR hee ſhould thus fay, Alas filly 
man, who hath blinded thee, o_ 
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ther bewitched thee, that thou thin- 
kelt ts couerthy nakedneſle by fig- 
{| lkeaues from my all-ſceing eye? or 
whither flicſt thou fo faſt trom me, 
whoam thy (hield, thy buckler,thy 
defence, thy ſhepheard, thy God, 
thy father ? O whither canſt thou 
flic from my preſence, 1f chow clam- 
beſt ta the beauens there is my throne; 
if thou takeſt the wings Gio mor- 
ning and flicſt to the furthermoſt part 
of the earth, there s my foot-ſtoole—; 
* | rf thou dineſt into the depth of the ſea, 
there is my power ;| or if thou runneſt 
headleng tuto bell, there ſpall 1 meet 
thee with my indoement : So that it 
thou would(t flic,chou could(t nor; 
or if thou wert able to flic, it would 
not help thee, 0 hide not thy ſinne_, 
in this thou canſt not proſper ;, but 
acknowledge it, ſo ſhalt thou haue_ 
mercy, for with mee us plenteous re- 
demptien. Beloued, wee haue all 
ſinned | 


I —_—_ 


» 


| ſinned with our firſt parents, none 


| iniquity, beware of hiding your 


| neſſe, as good fellowſhip z and 
wantonneſſe,but a tricke of youth; 
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bur Chriſt the immaculate Lamb 
can ſay, Who can rebuke me of finne ? 
Let 'vs therefore acknowledge our 
finnes, and God is faithfull and tuſt 
to forgive them, as if hee ſayd, if 
thou hide thy (innes Godis faithful 
to punilh them; but if chou conteſle 
them, hee will forgiue them. O 
yee that are in the ſame eſtate of 


ſinnes, which is done two wayes: 
Firſt, by extennating them : Se- 
condly,by couering of them. 1.By 
extenuating, eſteeming of drunken- 


and pride, cleanlineſſe ; couctou'- 
neſle, good haſbandry ; ignorance, 
innocency ; giddineſle,zeale ; fury, 
manhood ; opprefhon, the making 
ofthe moſt of ones owne ; ard viu- 


ry, 2 lawfull gaine : Thus Sathan 
takes 
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takes on him the ſhape of an Angell | || 


of light, and leſt ſinne ſhould ap- 
peare in his likeneſle, he cloths this 
tox ina ſheeps skin. And ſo ſetting 
ſuch a varnith on ſinne, that it (ee- 
meth ſo pleaſing, that wee can bee 
content to be trumpets of our own 
{hame, with 4b/olon committing fil- 
thineſſe in the fight of the Sunne. 
Secondly, wee hide linne by coue- 
ring of it : Firſt, by attributing itto 


the euilneſſe of the times : Suchare | '| ' 


like to Harpaſtes a blinde woman, 
who would not beleeue {hee was 
blinde, but that all places were 
darke ; ſo they, that the world is 
bad, and all are (inners, as they are: 
whereas, as much difference be- 
tweene the f(innes of others and 
theirs, as betweene light and dark- 


neflc ; for the righteous cannot ſin 


with that full conſent, delight, and 


continrall pradtiſe, as they doe. | | 
Others | 
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- | Others ſay of lin,as Peter of Chriſt, 
voy noi, for indeede they are as 
free from it, as the ſea of water: 
others with Dazid and 7uds can 
condemne finne in their deereſt 
friends, but not in themſclues: 
others (like Thamar) mutfle them- 
—_ if none ſaw them 5 or with 
Gebez4, lay they walk not the 
of niculy bun the ſpiri Low 
Lord is preſent cuery where, vaco- 
*| uering and diſcloling the ſecrets of 
ofall hearts : to this end hath hee 
placed the conſcience in the midit 
of the ſoule, as the Indge of our + 
Rions, and hath giuen it a voyce 
to purſue vs, that therein God may 
bee iuftified. I deny not but that 
there are {leeping and cauterized | 
conſciences which are ſcared, but 
they ſhall bee awaked : and (likea 
« Bs ce RING the throar, 
and we ſhall fay vnto gn 
ro 
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tothe Propher, Haſ? thou found me, 


6 mine enemy ? agree therefore with} 


this aduerſary in the way, tor why 
ſhould our tongues be loth to con- 
fefle that which our faces and other 
members acknowledge? Foritthou 
beeſt acculed of that particular euill 
thou nener didſt commit,the bloud 
comes into thy face, acknowled- 
gingthou haſt the root bf ſinne, and 
{o wedded vntoit, that there is no 


euill ſo great, but thou are prone to] 


commit : and if any cuill befall vs, 
weeftrike our brefts, as if there lay 
the cauſe, and ifthe puniſhment be 
ny wee teare our haire and mal- 

our flelh, as if wee would bee 
reuenged of our ſelues. Thus nature 
forcerh vs to confeſle in ation,and 
ſhall not the word of God wring 
out a confeſhon from our hearts? 


- 


Thaue read a fable which I1will in-| {| © 


ſert, to commend vnto you the 
morall : 


_——— 


«| fake our finnes : wherefore, as by 


, 


| at confeſſion, the Diuell intruded 


> 
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moral : the fable is, That one being 


himſelfe, and being asked ro what 
end he came; he anſwered,to make 
reſtitution. (I wiſh Vſurers, Extor- 
tioners, Church-robbers, and ſuch 
like, would learne of their beloued 
Schoole-maſter this leſſon) Bur 
what would hee reſtore ? Shame, | 
which hauing before ſtolne away, 
ro make him ſhameleſle in (inning, 
hee had now brought againe, to] - 
make him aſhamed to confeſle. O 
let not Sathan ſo delude, let vs bee 
alhamed to fiane, inthat God hath 
forbidden it ; but not to acknow- 
ledge our (ins, for God hath com- 
manded it. 

To conclude, the firſt degree of 
righteouſneſle is, notto linne ; the 
ſecond, to acknowledge and for- 


telling our dreame, itisa ſure ligne 
We 
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wee are awaked : Soa ſorrowtull 
confeſhon, that we are awaked out 
of the {leepe of fine? Seeing ther- 
fore the night is paſt, let vs(by con- 
teſlion) aſlure our conſciences, that 
wee haue put away the deedes of 
darkneſfle; which mercy God grant 
to One. 

Laſtly, vb#gratie; ſee what need 
thou haſt of grace ; forcuill is thy 


eſtate, and requires mercy, yet is 


not thy cauſe ſo bad, that thou 
ſbouldeft deſpaire ; for as inthee 
there is ſtore of iniquity, ſo in mee 
there is much mercy, thy ſinnes be- 
ing a fit obie& for declaration of 
my mercy ; for I will ſend my Son, 
the ſeede of the woman, to bruize 
the Serpents head. When the Pro- 
_=_ ſeruants helfe of iron was 

inte the water, El:zew tooke 


and cauſed the iron to {ſwim aboue 


water, [ 
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ne 
a peece W wood, and threw itin, | * 
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water, {o that his man reſtored ir to 
che owner, we arc like tron, hardned 
in our {innes z but Chrift (by the 
power of his death cnthe crolle) 
hath raiſed-vs from the whirlepoole 
of deftrution, and holds vs vp by 
his grace, thatatter we haue ſwum 
a while in this ſea of miſery, wee 
may render:;:our foules into the 
bands of God our right owner. 
Thus mercy hath life(as [ may lay) 
by our death in (inne, finne being | 
precedent in. vs, the at .ot mercy 
tollowes afrer, tor by farme came 
grace, and becaule of tinners God 
thall be called mercitull ; for in this 
Gods goodneſle {hall bee praiſed, 
inthat heeis:mercitull ro vs, who 
haue not the ſubſtance of good 
workes ; tor the heauens needed 
not Gods: mercy, becauſe in them 
* | there is no-milery : bur the earth 
needed it, inthat itis poluted with 


E mans 
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| mans finne, and how much more . 
doth our eftate require it, who are 


''F a lump of (inne ? but where the ſin 

| of man abounded, there Gods 
| mercy much more abounded ; for 
all things worke for the beſt to 
them which loue God,Etiampercata 
Domine (as Auguſtine ſweetly) for 
by ſinne- wee ſee our. infirmities, 
which brings humility; for thereby | 
wee are exalted to perte@ reſtand | 
endleſle peace. Thus by graceare | * | 
wee ſaued ; for without it wee are 
wholly deficient, and that onely is 
ſufhcient for vs, both ro mooue vs 
to ſerue God(for God hath ſent his 
* ſpirit to warke grace in our hearts tea- 
ching vs to deny all ongediincſſe and | 
worldly laſts to walke righteouſly and 
ſoberly in this _—_—_ And 
likewiſe, that ſoly moouneth God to 
Fulzeatin, | falue vs: ſo that, Datarex gratia mew 


ſolum inſtificatis vita hana, ſedge 
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re , . | ficatys rite eters: The firſt you 
Ire | may-ſee in Peter, who was vas gra- 
in tie; tor when, 38: by lamentable 
ds experience, hee. hgd tound that hee 
or had not ſtrength ſafacient in him- 
to ſelf; zo keepe him from denying 
= his Lord, & Maſter, but preſuming 
or | thar hee was ſtrong: enough te en- 
'S, counter the whelg world,he found 
y \ himiſe)fe roo wedge to withitand a 
d | fly -Damoſell; by this hee learne 


wholly. to deny, bimſelfe and his 
owne ftrength . zofar being thrice 
asked after , If hee Joued Chrilt, 
hee anſwered, thou knowelſt, as (if 
he ſhould ſay) Lhane no power,but 
that is giuen from thee , and how 
long ir will bee continued, it 1s beſt 
knowen to thee, and thou no ſo0- 
ner takes this grace from me, bur 1 
fall from thee, ſothat in me there is 
neither ſtrength por knowledge of 
louing thee, O. yee that boalt fo 
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much of your ſucceſhon from Pe- 
ter, if you bee his ſucceflours, make 
it knowen by doinghis workes,, /ci- 
licet, by denying'your .owne me- 
rits, and eftabliſhing Gods grace; 
truſt not ro your owne ſtrengrh,for 
(like a broken reede) it is already 
run into your fleſh,as you may ſee 
| (by your great: polutions) which 
haue been in your holieſt places; but 
rely wholly on Gods grace, for jo 
ficit gratia, like the widowes vile; 
ſting all therime'of the famin,cuen 
| ſo long as we hanger & thirlt after 
rightcouſneſle, vntill wee ſhall bee 
ſatisfied in gloryzfor although ſuch 
is ourfrailty, we arevnable toſerue 


God,yet hath grace wroughta will | 


in vs, and God for-Chriſts fake ac- 
cepts our ! wills and endeadours, 
ſupplyerh our ſpirituall wants, and 
pardoneth our-defefts, Ovid jpi. 
tur mandate adimplentur cum 'Huic- 


| 


tid 
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| | ſatisfation for our fins, which are 
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| | minting it, and [hall neuer be :aken 
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| quid non fit ignoſcitur : tor our righ- 
reouſnelle conliſts of remiſhon of 
linnes , not perfeftion of vertues, 
that man onely being bleſſzd, to 
whom the Lord imputcth no ſinne, for 
if God entreth into indoement no fleſh 
ſhall be iuflified;all the righteouſnes of 
man bcing ua ſtained oth : So that 
our good works cannot be uſtitied 
| before God for their worth:how far 
are thoſe works then, from making 


| not of God required, bur ferched | 
' out of our owne braine (as hearing | 
of malles, going on pilgrimage, 
; wearing haire-cloth, making of 
| vowes, whipping themſelues, with 
ſuch like, opera ſupererozationts, lu- 
perfluous workes, which God ne- 
uer commanded : and therefore are 
falſe coyne, deſeruing death for 


for payment of Gods all-ſceingeye) 
EI for 


| 


——  — —_ —— 


om. 2.9 
Ux.17,10 


| Gods inquiſition 

for wee are deadin Adam, (o that 
our beſt thoughts are mcere mil- 
cheete and malice againſt God, and 
when we haue doneall we can, wee 
are vnprofitable ſeruants. All our 
imaginations & thoughts are conti- 
ma euill, wee are dead in (tnne, 
and can doe no go00d,no not thinke 
a good "thought, ſo thar Auguſtine 
faith well, Non libertate pratiam, ſed 
gratia libertatem: & Bernard, Naturs 
volentes, gratia bene volentes,by na- 
ture wee may will, bur it1s grace 
whereby wee haue power to will 


| good, a good thought is gratia infu- 
[/a,a good wordgratia effuſa, and a 


bane: a&t gratia diffuſa., For with- 


| 


out faich in Chriſt, iris impoſhble 
co picaſe God, all which cannot be 
denied, vnleſle they deny the Scrip- 
tures as hereticall, and direQly a- 
gainſt their holy Church, deſeruing 
to be burnt for heretickes, for con- 

rraditing 


dt 


+ after may. 


traditing their Seruice and Maſle- 
bookes - Bur (poore ſoules) racher 
then they will loſe their whole in-| 
[rereſt in Peter,they will imitate him | 
| in his infirmity, by truſting to their 
' owne [trengrh,and ſo like him,they 
' with curſing & banning, with bell, 
booke,and candle-fticke,deny their 
| Lord and Saviour, as ſcorning to 
| be beholding to him, for his righte- 
ouſneſle,as the Doors of Louain 
reach, That God may not impute rieh- 
| teouſueſſe to any thorow faith, wnleſſe 
| he berighteows of himſel/e : Andthe 
' counſell of Trent hath concluded, 
That whoſoeuer will defend, that the 
| onzodly are iuſlified by faith only,and 
that for the obtaining of God's mercy, 
| workesare not needfull, lot him bee 
| accurſed,and whoſocucr will maintain 
| that all ſinnes (after baptiſmne) com- 
mitted, ſhould be fors "Hen ; or At leſt, 
| ' ma y be forginen oniy — "90th faith, and | 
E 4 power 


| 


I 


——% 
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Concil. Tri 
dent. (ot 
eatree ſuf, 


Conc, T'ri 
de t a>,04 
I 0, 


tomili 
ec.hiuc, 


| res (they ſay) conliſts of three 


Gods ingquafuton 


power of vapti{m, let him be accurſed; | 
whereby you may perceiue that 

baptiſme doth nor purge & cleanle | 
the ipoule, that ſhe might be with-., 
out ſpot or wrinckle (as Saint Paul | 
teacherh) For after baptiſme wee | 
hauea dangerous ſea to ſwimtho- | 
row, And therefore (lay they) we | 
mult haue thetree of penance, wher- 
y we may ſwim as luftily (as with 
| a paire of hoggs bladders) and this 


vranches ; ſhrift, contrition, and 
| ſatistaction ; and therefore ſome of 
the Romiſh Champions haug writ- 
ten , that Chriſt hath ſ(atished for 
| original tn, ſcilicet, fed vs when we 
| could not fly,but now our feathers 
| are full-growen, wee mult fly and 
| helpe our ſelues : bur the mother, | 
; che holy Church, ſtands more on 

| her owne worth, and will nor be in ; 
| Godsdebr,but wil clccre the ſcore, | 


and | 


—__ — — - —>>——— 


| » 


| 
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ed; \ | and that ſhe may ſtop Gods mouth 

hat | that hee ſhall haue no cauſe tofay, | +4, 
ale | ' that ſheis beholding to hitn for his | of Sens 
the.) | grace, (hee will farisfie in part for pany 
zl | | originall ſinne, ſaying, 4/though the —— 
ee | | merits of Chriſt are the moſt ſpeciall 

o- | deſert, thorow which Gods mercy and 

ve | the way wnts the Kingdome of heauen 

r= | | is granted conts vs, yet this notwith- 

th | | . | ſtanding is in no wiſe to bee reckoned, 

is | | | for theonely whole and full ſatisfatti- 

ce | on: And therefore for the ſatisfying 

d for originall finne, they adioyned 

of the merits ofthe Sacrament of Bap- 

t-| | P[ulme, which giue vnto men mercy, 

r| | ex opere operato, and to ſayall ina 

7: | | wotd, that wee muſt ſarishe for all 

rs] | | finnes, and ſtand in no necde of 

d | grace. For they magnihe our pure | 


| workes congruoully meritorious; 


| 
', | | Naturals,as able to performe good 


' ſaying, that Folunt.xs eft abſolute & | 
| \ ſimpliciter actina : but thus Going, 
| they | 


- -” ooo I mu — W—_ 


— — - - — ax=x—  -—— - - — —— -- 


Gods inquiſition 
they doe not imitate him , which | 4» 
threw away his cloake to goe to 
Chriſt ; bur the childe Samuel, who 
being called of Gad, ranneto Fs, 
Bur their manifold tals are ſuffici- 
ent to confute them, and there is 
no more tabe ſayd,bur all are deb- | | 
tors to God, and ſtand in neede) | 

beth of ſupporting and direQting 
grace ; for heere wee are ignorant 
trauellers, and want a guide to vs, . 
Nudos #05 in fide prima gratia genuit, | 
(7 in a//umptione nudos eadem ſalua- 
bit ; I (faith Chriſt) am the light of 
| the world, hee that followes mee ſhall 
not walke mn darkneſſe, but ſhall haue | 
the light of life : So that wee litting | 
in darknellc, hee comes like a good | 
friend toenlighten vs ; Yerely, if any ' 
keepe my —_ hee ſhall not ſee death. | 
Now what is it to keepe his word, | 
but to beleeue the word of his Go- 
{pell? In a word, whatis the whole | 

word, | 


— 


—  — 


aſter man. 


word, but tube gratie, a trumper of 
vrace , ſounding in our eares this 
tweet ditty ; that, as by one Adam. 
rs | all die, ſo by Chriſt all are reſtored 
oh to life, 0 wiſerableman((aith Paul) | g,,., 

who (hall deliner me from this body of 
bd. | ' | death: Thankes bero God thorow 
de) | | Chriftasifhe ſhould lay,why ſtand 


8] | [1 ſtaring on mine owne vnworthi- 

__ | neſle, ſecing it is Chriſts merit, 

5 | ,| , | which muſt giue entrance vntothe 

8 preſence of God, Qualecwng, fit erg0 

: peccatwm,ot what high nature ſocuer | 

f therefore thy linne bee(if thou wile 

l repent) God will pardon it. Beware 

” therefore, that by deſperation,thou | 55.7. 
| | | (hut not his hands, adde notthis to 


thy former ſinne, bur forſake thy 
| eui!l way, and returne vnto the 
| Lord, and hee will haue mercy on 
| thee, forhee is multis ad ignoſcen- 
dum, very ready to forgiue : com- 
fort then thy ſelfe with this in thy 


| ſtrongelt | 


— 


———— Roe 


Gods inquiſition | 
ſtrongeſt remptation , oppoſe a- | 
rain Sathan Chnit whe Lies) 
ger; and againſt our weakneſle, his 
orace; againſt our ſinne, his righte- 
oulneſle ; againſt death,his wy 
Aion, who is the firſt fruits of 
the reſurreftion 5 and againſt 
hels torture, heauens glory : Let 
vs wholly diftruſt in our ſelues, and 
truſt in him; for he is our Preiſt, Sa- 
crifice, Light, Sauiour,Reconcilia- 
tion, Propitiation, Oblarion, San- 
&ihcation, Iuſtification, and Glori- 
fication : O Lambof God, that ta- 
keſt away the ſinnes of the world, 
haue mercy vpon vs ; and ſo guide 
vs heere with thy grace, that 
wee may dwell with 
thee for cuer 11 
glory. Amen. 
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